
150 Years of  
 

TRUE GRIT 

Resilience, Recovery 
& Survival  

PARK CITY: HOME OF 





Winter 2020 
High hopes for another banner year 



Another 
successful 
Sundance 



Covid-19:                     
A Black Swan Event 

Mid-March 2020 



The foundations of our tourism & 
hospitality economy threatened 



Summit County Health Dept, Summit County & State of Utah 

‘Shut Down & Shelter in Place’ ordered 



Social distancing, 
hand washing & 

virus testing 





Rumors of Park City’s Demise 
were Greatly Exaggerated 



Beginnings of a 
New Reality 



Perspective 



Park City’s history of hard rock mining left us 
a legacy of hard work, self-reliance, & 

community cooperation 

We are not the 1st, or probably the last, 
generation to face an existential crisis 



Adversity & survival forged an 
enduring spirit of  TRUE GRIT 



PC weathered many 
Booms & Busts 



Park City Population 
Inside City Limits 
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June 28 1898 



Only rubble 
remained 







Mine 
Disasters 



WWI 



Spanish 
Flu 

1918 



Strikes 



Great 
Depression 



WWII 



1950’s 



Old Town 



Swede 
Alley 

Poison 
Creek 



Park City as 
Ghost Town 

Early 1970’s 



If you’re nostalgic for the ‘good old 
days’… you weren’t here! 





1963 









Too 
Little 
Snow 

Too 
Much 
Snow 



America’s Opening 
1985-6 



Surviving Y2K 



Park City’s Olympic 
Experience 2002 

February 8 - 24 
 

15 years of planning and 
18+ years ago 

 



Alpine Heart of 2002 



A Time 
of 

Tragedy 
&  

Crisis 

9/11 











A Living 
Legacy 



USSA Center for Excellence 



Great 
Recession  



Park City boasts 2 of the best ski 
resorts in North America 

Vail & Alterra 
2015     &    2018 



USOC selects 
Park City to bid 
for the 2030 or 
2034 Olympic 
Winter Games  



Park City experiences tourism &      
event fatigue?  

• Traffic 
• Congestion 
• Crowding 
• Real estate 

prices 
• Affordability 
• Social inequity 

“The tragedy of success” 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aUYT3a9j7dg5IM&tbnid=iaVdQiZn1m0l7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.lostinidaho.me/2012/04/wordless-wednesday-message-from-idaho.html&ei=pCVOUYuVH4SuiQLp2YDIBw&psig=AFQjCNH3C_iPQ_Sk_TVaqzLFZ3DOv1gaSA&ust=1364161971311732


PARK CITY VISIONING 2020 
Questions about sustainability, ‘right sizing’ 

our tourism economy & fostering social 
equity  

Arts, Culture, 
and Local 
Economy 

Affordability 
and Equity 

Regional 
Synergy 

Transportation 
Innovation  

Environmental 
Leadership 

Park City  
Embracing 

Bold 
Change   

Sustainable 
Tourism  



BOLD CHANGE !? 

FUTURE 
 

PARK CITY’S 
 

SHAPING 





Access 





Nature 

Recreation 



Authenticity, History & 
Heritage 



National Historic District 



400 miles + of trails 



 

MARC 

Field 
House 
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PC 
Schools 

PC 
Hospital 



Lodging Options 

Stein Eriksen Lodge 
Voted the Best Ski Hotel in the World 



Fine Dining 



Exiting Night Life 



Do Soooooooo Aoooo Io 

HOPE 
ooo 

“The Native Home of Hope” 
Wallace Stegner 



Park City 
residents 

have a 
long 

legacy of 
caring for 
ourselves 



Pivoting, Recycling, 
Reusing & Recreating 

OCTOBER  1979 
 

OCTOBER  1979 



•PUBLIC INFO & INVOLVEMENT  -  TREE PLANTINGS   -   
PPE DISTRIBUTIONS   -   LIBRARY PROGRAMS – 

BUSINESS OUTREACH 

Our city & county governments 
stepped up in a big way 



Service clubs swung 
into action 



Park City Community 
Foundation 

Live PC Give PC 



Peace 
House 

Christian 
Center 

Non-Profits  
rose to the 
challenge 



Those ‘left out’ haven’t forgotten 



CHAMBER  
helping to lead the recovery 

Calibrating marketing for 
changing times 



The 
New 

Normal 

Co-Creating 

We’re All in this Together 



WHEN YOU’RE 
READY … 



Main Street Reopens 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 



Controversy 
continues 



Kindness 
Matters 

July 4, 
2020 

Class 26 



Huge surge in urban 
refugees, massive real 

estate inflation & 
primary resident growth 





Saturday, August 1, 2020 
What would have been this 
year’s Kimball Arts Festival 



The  
New  

Normal 

• Social distancing 
• Family groupings 
• Mandatory masks 

• Hand sanitzers 
• Limited ticketing 





Pooo Cooo 

Find your place on the planet….dig 
in…take responsibility from there   

              Gary Snyder 



If you’re lucky enough to be in 
Park City… 

You’re lucky enough ! 

Ama el lugar 
donde vives 
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