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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): George A. Hanks House      

Address: 555 Deer Valley Drive            

Date of Construction: c. 1895      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: LINE-1    

Current Owner: Patrick Coffey  

Legal Description (include acreage): UNIT 1 THE LINE CONDOMINIUM; ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL PLAT 

ON FILE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY RECORDERS OFFICE CONT 1160 SQ FT TOGETHER WITH AN EQUAL UND 

INT IN THE COMMON AREA 1828-1194; 0.027 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use:   Current Use:   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Pyramid Type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date:200? ,original location: Within the current site) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Concrete      

Roof: Pyramid roof form sheathed in asphalt shingles         

Windows/Doors: Double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

555 Deer Valley Drive was described in 1984 by Roger Roper as follows: 

 

“This house is a one story frame pyramid house. Unlike a majority of Park City’s pyramid houses which have 

truncated hip or clipped gable roofs, this house has a true pyramid roof. It is an archetypal example of the pyramid 

type in Park City. Its square plan, pyramid roof, and symmetrical façade with a hip roof porch spanning the width of 

it are the principle elements of the type. There is a second door on the west side of the building over which a 

simple porch was added. There is a rear shed extension attached to the north side which projects past the west 

side of the building. In Park City houses the projection of a rear shed extension was often made to provide space 

for a wood or coal shed. In-period rear extensions are part of Park City’s architectural vocabulary. Although in 

many cases an extension represents a major alteration of the original house, it usually contributes to the 

significance of a house because it documents the most common and acceptable method of expansion of the small 

Park City hose. The windows on the south and east sides of the house are the one over one double hung sash 
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type. A square window was added to the west side of the building. It is an unobtrusive change. The building is in 

good condition and maintains its original integrity.” 

 

Since this description was written, the home has been almost completely reskinned. Very few of the original 

materials were used in the reconstruction, but the overall form and type was maintained. The building was lifted 

several feet in the air, and steps and a porch railing were put in. The pyramid roof has updated asphalt shingles. 

The original drop siding was replaced with a newer siding, but the type was maintained. The windows are a one-

over-one type, and the door is a frame and panel with an upper lite, and a transom window. The foundation is 

concrete. The site has been changed considerably, with the natural vegetation being replaced by landscaping. 

Although the reconstructed house retains its original form, the cumulative formal and material changes have 

diminished its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

The 1984 National Register nomination form for 555 Deer Valley Drive includes the following statement of historical 

significance: 

 

“Built c. 1895, this house at 555 Deer Valley Road is architecturally significant as one of 69 extant pyramid houses 

in Park City, 28 of which are included in this nomination. Of the 28 being nominated, 11 are true pyramid houses 

and 17 are variants of the basic type. This house is one of the true pyramid houses. The pyramid house is one of 

the three most common house types built during the early period of Park City’s mining boom era, and significantly 

contributes to the character of the residential area. It appeared early on, but continued to be built with variations 

longer than the other two types. 

 

“This house was built by at least 1907, as indicated by the Sanborn Insurance Maps which first covered this area 

that year, but, judging from its appearance, it was probably built about 1895. Due to incomplete property records, 

the exact date of construction and the name of the original owner of this house are unknown. 

 

“The first property transaction identified with this house was in 1912 when Rachel B. Urban sold this and four other 

houses in a group sale to Edwin B. McIntosh. Nothing is known of McIntosh. ‘Mother’ Urban was the principal 

madame of Park City’s red light district, which was concentrated on Heber Avenue, the lower portion of Deer 

Valley Road. The 1912 transaction referred to these houses as those ‘known as the Red Light [district],’ and 

included the houses at 321, 339, 345, 555 and 777 Heber Avenue, The conclusion that his was one of Park City’s 
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houses of ill repute is countered by the following facts: house numbers in this area have not remained consistent 

through the years; this house is located a ways east of the documented red light district; census records support 

the claims of long-time residents of the town that these houses along Deer Valley Road were the homes of miners 

and laborers, not houses of ill-repute; this house may have simply been investment or rental property owned by 

Rachel and George Urban (her husband), who owned various other properties throughout the town, which they 

apparently used for investment or rental purposes. Nevertheless, the title abstract reference to this house as one of 

the red light district houses supports at least an assumption to that effect. 

 

“The 1910 census records, the first to identify the address of the houses surveyed, list George A. Hanks, a miner, 

and his family as renters of this house. Other owners of the house include Christian Pederson (unknown-1936), 

and Alma Pederson (1936-c.1970).” 

 

One interesting addition to the 1984 research is the matter of George Hanks, who was the 1910 resident of the 

house, as outlined above. George was the son of Ephraim Knowlton Hanks, a prolific early Mormon pioneer who 

became well-known after his assistance to the ill-fated Martin Handcart Company expedition in 1856. Ephraim 

claims to have received a revelation that told him to go to the party from Salt Lake City and, arriving after their 

famous crossing of the Sweetwater River, helped harvest buffalo for their nourishment.  His son George was born 

in Park City in 1868, one of the earliest births in the nascent settlement, and he lived there until moving to 

California in the 1910s. George Hanks died in San Diego in 1929. 

 

Around 2006, the adjacent condominium was built, and 555 Deer Valley was renovated as a part of that project. 

According to Summit County records, very few original construction materials were used in rebuilding the house at 

that time. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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555 Deer Valley Drive. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

 

555 Deer Valley Drive. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 
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555 Deer Valley Drive. South elevation. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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