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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): George J. Barry House      

Address: 250 Grant Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1897      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: SWS-1    

Current Owner: Sursock Properties LLC  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 1 SWEDE/WASATCH SUBDIVISION; ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL 

PLAT ON FILE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY RECORDERS CONT 4334.4 SQ FT OR 0.10 AC 1808-622 1662-267 

1832-624 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

7/12/1984 - Mining Boom Era Residences Thematic District) No longer eligible 

due to alterations made to the building over time 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Hall-Parlor variant / Vernacular style          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: The exterior walls are clad in non-beveled (drop-novelty) wood siding that appears to be new rather 

than the original. The partial-width porch is supported by square posts with a fairly tall balustrade made of 

square elements. The porch wraps around the north side of the porch to meet the new entry steps    

Foundation: concrete      

Roof: The roof is sheathed in a standing-seam metal material         

Windows/Doors: The windows include double-hung sash, paired square casement and single square casement 

units. The doors are panel-and-fame with two narrow upper lights     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

250 Grant was described in a 1984 National Register Nomination by Roger Roper as follows: 

 

“This house is a one story frame variant of the hall and parlor house. It has a gable roof and shed extensions 

attached to the east and north sides of the building. A hall and parlor house typically has a symmetrical façade, 

with a door centered between windows, and an interior plan two rooms wide, one slightly larger than the other. 

This house has four openings instead of five across the front, the two central openings, a window and a door, 
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equally spaced from the window on each end of the building. The Sanborn Insurance Map indicates that by 1900 

there was a porch spanning the façade, and a partial rear addition that extended beyond the north wall. The porch 

is a shed extension of the roof supported on square columns, and has a straight post balustrade. The north end of 

the porch was enclosed in the first decade of the twentieth century, judging by the matching drop siding and the 

square windows that are typical of that period. The rear extension was lengthened and extends beyond the south 

wall of the building. In-period rear extensions are part of Park City’s architectural vocabulary. Although in many 

cases an extensions represents a major alteration of the original house it usually contributes to the significance of 

the house because it documents the most common and acceptable method of expansion of the small Park City 

house. This house, though it has major alterations, maintains its original character as a typical mining town cottage 

that was adapted to meet the changing needs of the owners.” 

 

Since this description, the house has undergone significant alterations, including being lifted for the addition of a 

basement story. The form appears to have undergone a few changes other than being lifted, like the addition of a 

new porch, and there appears to be changes made to the gable and roof lines. The metal roof has either been 

repaired or replaced, as has the siding. A concrete stair leading to the raised porch runs along the south of the 

house from the street front. The new basement story contains a south facing door entrance, and a garage facing 

the street. The windows all appear to be of the same type as found in the original house, but are likely a newer 

material. A new concrete foundation has been added, and it is unknown what the original foundation was, if any. 

Although the form remains legible, the cumulative formal and material changes have diminished its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

The 1984 National Register nomination described the building history as follows: 

 

“Built c. 1885, the George J. Barry House at 250 Grant is architecturally significant as one of 76 extant hall and 

parlor houses in Park City, 22 of which are included in this nomination. The hall and parlor house, the earliest 

house type to be built in Park City, and one of the three most common house types that were built during the early 

period of Park City’s mining boom era, significantly contributes to the character of the residential area. 

 

“This house was built by at least 1889, as indicated by the Sanborn Insurance Maps, but the date of its 

construction and the name of its original owner are uncertain [this was actually a two-story house with a different 

footprint]. The first owner of record was George J. Barry, who, in 1896, sold this “three room frame house” to 
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James B. and Sadie Johnson. It is unknown how long Barry lived in this house and whether or not he was the 

original owner. 

 

“George J. Barry was born in New Jersey in 1833 and came to Utah around 1866 after spending time in California 

and Idaho. He served as a soldier and Indian fighter in his younger years before taking up prospecting, and 

occupation which brought him to Park City in 1881. His wife of almost twenty years died in 1891. They had two 

children. In November 1899, George Barry was elected Justice of the Peace for Park City, a position which he held 

until his death in 1901. 

 

“Other owners of the house include Matilda Freeman and her husband (1899-1901), John Jacobson (1901-02), 

Andrew Anderson (1902-05), and Matt Sundquist and heirs (1905-present). Beginning in 1899, the house was 

referred to as a “five room house,” indicating that the rear and side additions were built on between 1896 and 1899 

by James B. Johnson, the owner during that period [which could have been funded by his $125 mortgage in 

1897].” 

 

While most of the above facts are correct as far as ownership, we believe the house could have been built in 1897, 

as indicated by a mortgage taken out that year by owner James B. Johnson for $125. The 1889 Sanborn shows a 

two-story rectangular house, while the 1900 Sanborn shows the one story house with front porch, as 

photographed in the 1940s. It is possible that the Johnsons expanded the house with the mortgage, as they had 

four children by 1897, but it is also possible that the one story house was built in that year. A Park Record 

investigation was not fruitful. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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