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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): John and Mary Bircumshaw House      

Address: 304 Grant Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1905      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-599    

Current Owner: John E. Haney  

Legal Description (include acreage): BEING ONE STORY HOUSE 1ST HOUSE S FROHIO ROW ON GRANT AVE 

& 1ST HOUSE NO OF HOUSE OF JOHN ANDERSON ALSO DESC AS LOT8 BLK 72 MILLSITE RESERVATION 

TO PARK CITY & ALSO BEG SW COR LOT 7 BLK 72 MSRUN TH N 24*56' E 2.50 FT; N65*04' E 49.39 FT TO E 

LINE LOT 7, TH S 19*43' EALG SD E LINE 13.55 FT TO SE COR LOT 7; TH S 77*55'40" W 49.39 FT TO 

BEG.IQC363-507 M41-274-276 1953-68 XWD-121 M221-236; 0.05 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: hall-parlor variation / vernacular style          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: The exterior walls are clad in asbestos shingles and non-beveled (drop-novelty) siding in some 

areas where the shingles have been removed or failed. The full-span shed roof porch is supported by 

simple square posts and has a simple handrail     

Foundation: Tax cards indicate no foundation and there is no evidence to suggest that the foundation has 

been upgraded      

Roof: The gable roof form (cross-wing extending to the rear) is sheathed in asphalt shingles that show 

signs of deterioration         

Windows/Doors: Windows appear to be original wood double-hung units, though they are in poor condition. 

Doors also appear to be the original frame-and-panel doors     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

304 Grant is a hall-parlor variant that has fallen into major disrepair. The hall-parlor house type was one of the main 

three house types built in Park City during the historic mining era. The gabled house is roofed with a mix of metal, 
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flat metal, and a shingle material. It was originally shingled, but was modified sometime after the 1995 tax photo. 

The house is clad in asbestos shingles, with the original drop novelty siding showing where the shingles have fallen 

off.  The windows appear to be the original wood frame double-hung sashes, and the door also seems to be the 

original frame and panel. A rear addition was built since the original construction, sometime between the drawing 

of the 1941 Sanborn map and the 1971 tax card. Other small additions also appear to have been built throughout 

the lifetime of the house including the enclosing of part of the porch. The covered porch runs the full width of the 

front façade with simple wooden posts and railing.  While the posts may be original, the railing was added 

sometime after the 1940s tax photo. There is no indication of any foundation on either the tax cards or in any 

images. The site is overgrown with vegetation and does not appear to be maintained. The majority of the house is 

in disrepair. Although the overall form remains legible, the cumulative formal and material changes have diminished 

its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

The house at 304 Grant Avenue was built between the 1900 and 1907 Sanborn maps of Park City, replacing a 

hall-parlor house that previously stood on the site. 

 

While John and Mary Bircumshaw did not purchase the house until 1901, they were living there as renters by the 

1900 census with their seven children. John Willard Bircumshaw was born in England in 1856, immigrating as a 

boy in 1864. The family moved to Park City when it was a nascent mining camp. Mary (nee White) was born in St. 

Louis, Missouri, in 1858, immigrating to Utah as a part of the James Wareham Company of Mormon pioneers in 

1862. Notably, John and Mary were married in 1876 at the Salt Lake City Endowment House that formerly stood 

on Temple Square by Daniel H. Wells, a prominent Mormon and eventual apostle in the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-Day Saints.  John Bircumshaw was a butcher by trade and was the chief of the Park City volunteer fire 

department. They would have eight children before moving to Salt Lake City around 1920. John Bircumshaw died 

in that city in 1944, four years after Mary passed away.  

 

Ray Bircumshaw, Mary and John’s son, was residing in the house as of the 1920 census with wife Ella May. Ray 

was a miner who stayed in Park City after his parents moved to the Salt Lake Valley. 

 

304 Grant seems to have been vacant for a time after the Bircumshaws moved on, as evidenced by delinquent 

taxes in the 1950s, a time when the population of Park City was dramatically shrinking. The house was purchased 

by current owner John Haney in 1982. It has fallen into disrepair and appears to be uninhabited. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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MAPS 
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