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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Hugh McDonald House     

Address: 338 Marsac Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1905      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-443    

Current Owner: David E. Myers 

Legal Description (include acreage): PC 443 ALL LOT 10 & N1/2 LOT 9 BLK 54 PARK CITY SURVEY (SURFACE 

ONLY) IQC-389 EQC-460 SWD-577 JQC-121 M80-322 1949 63M6-242 M47-162 M47-163 356-112 (1575-

1799) (1581-1732) 2073-1480; 0.06 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Pyramid / Foursquare type / Vernacular style        

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: The walls are clad in wooden drop or novelty siding     

Foundation: The 1968 tax card states that the foundation is concrete. The foundation is not visible in the 

photographs and therefore its material cannot be verified      

Roof: In the available 2006 photograph the hipped roof and gabled dormer are obscured by vegetation and 

the roofing materials cannot be determined         

Windows/Doors: The entry door is scarcely visible in photographs but it appears to be wooden with a 

single large light. The modern casement window of the roof dormer on the principal elevation replaces a 

one-over-one double-hung wooden window with simple casing seen in the c. 1940 tax photo. The first floor 

façade windows appear to be tall narrow casements in vertical openings     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

338 Marsac is a pyramid type house that has undergone several alterations. The Pyramid house type is one of the 

three main house types built during the historic Park City mining era, and of those three it is the most recent, 

occurring mostly during the end of that era. The hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles and has a large gable 

dormer on the front façade.  The house is clad with wood drop-novelty wood siding. There is a small shed addition 

on the south façade and the yard in front of the home has been excavated since the 1940s tax photo, allowing for 
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a basement addition.  Based on visual analysis it appears that the original porch was inset below the hipped roof. 

This has been infilled sometime between the 1990s tax photo and today. The basement addition has been 

extended out and a new porch has been added above having a hipped roof that sits below the eave of the main 

house. The porch roof is supported by square posts with decorative brackets and with a simple square post railing. 

The façade is asymmetrical, with the door being just south of center with two pairs of tall, narrow vertical casement 

windows to the north of the door and one pair to the south.  The door is a wood frame and panel door with a large 

upper light. The basement level is also asymmetrical with the door being just north of center with four smaller 

casement windows on either side of the door. The basement level is clad in stucco. The casement window in the 

dormer replaced a one-over-one double hung sash window shown in the early tax photo. The foundation is 

concrete.  The cumulative formal and material changes have diminished its historic value 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

This house was built between the 1900 and 1907 Sanborn maps of Park City, probably soon after the time Hugh 

McDonald purchased the property in May 1905. This transaction split lot 9 in half, with McDonald buying the north 

half and lot 10, indicating that a building probably was not there at the time he bought the land. 

 

McDonald was born in Nova Scotia, Canada, in 1854. He moved to the United States to mine in the west, marrying 

Bessie McKeagen (b. 5/1/1856, Nova Scotia) in Eureka, Nevada, in 1883. Bessie and Hugh moved to Park City the 

following year, where Hugh worked as a miner and manager at the mines, including the Little Bell and as 

superintendent of the Silver King Consolidated. The couple had four children. Hugh died suddenly in July 1912 

after being accidentally shot at the Mother Lode area of Yuba County, California.  Bessie died shortly thereafter, in 

1915, with the Park Record noting that she “answered the summons with a smile and a true Christian fortitude so 

characteristic of the well-known and beloved lady.”  

 

The McDonald children and heirs sold this house to Leonard P. McGarry in 1919, and he would own the house for 

the next twenty-seven years. McGarry was born in Eureka, Nevada, on October 7, 1878. He married Rose M. 

Rolley on March 7, 1915, in Salt Lake City, and the couple moved to Park City shortly thereafter. A partner in the 

Kopp and McGarry Contracting Co., L.P. was also a marshal for the Summit County sheriff. The family moved to 

Salt Lake City in 1935, where McGarry worked as a liquor commission officer before retiring in 1949. L.P. McGarry 

died in the city in 1951.  
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The house has been owned by many people since McGarry and has undergone substantial renovations and 

additions, including a basement apartment and southern addition that has since been removed 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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338 Marsac Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

 

338 Marsac Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 
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338 Marsac Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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