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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Ancil Johnson House     

Address: 402 Marsac Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1902      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: 402-MAR-1    

Current Owner: Ellsworth S., Jr. and Lee Ann Clarke (H/W jt.) 

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 1 402 MARSAC REPLAT SUBDIVISION; ACCORDING TO THE 

OFFICIAL PLAT ON FILE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY RECORDERS OFFICE CONT3750 SQ FT OR 0.09 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

7/12/1984 - Mining Boom Era Residences Thematic District This site no longer 

meets the criteria for listing in the National Register 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Pyramid House type / Vernacular & Victorian Eclectic 

No. Stories: 1    

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Concrete      

Roof: Truncated pyramid form sheathed in asphalt shingles         

Windows/Doors: Double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 342 Marsac was described as follows in a 1984 National Register nomination: 

 

¯This house is a one and one half story frame pyramid house. Typical of the pyramid house, it has the four room 

square plan, a generally symmetrical facade with a door set slightly off-center between two windows, and a porch 

with a low pitch hip roof that spans the facade. All of the windows are the one over one double hung sash type, and 

the porch has lathe turned porch piers and balusters, and decorative brackets at the tops of the piers. Some of the 

porch elements may not be original, but they were accurately designed to resemble elements of porches of the 

period in which the house was built. The common type of pyramid house in this case was modified to al low for 

additional floor space. The roof is a hip roof instead of a pyramid roof, which was modified to form a gable at the 

rear. That gable section opens up the space of the top half story, and makes it usable. In addition, there is a single 

dormer on the front of the building. There is a door between two windows on the south side of the building. Of the 

two original windows on the north side, one was enlarged within the last ten years, and sliding glass doors were 



3 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

inserted. That change is not visible from the road, and does not affect the original character of the building. There 

is a one story extension attached to the rear of the house. The extension was added after the original construction, 

but within the historic period. In-period rear extensions are part of Park City's architectural vocabulary. Although in 

many cases an extension represents a major alteration of the original house, it usually contributes to the 

significance of the house because it documents the most common and acceptable method of expansion of the 

small Park City house. The extension of 402 Marsac spans the width of the building, and extends beyond the south 

wall. A door is set into the west wall of that extension, and opens into a coal shed. Another door opens into the rear 

extension from the north side of the house. The back wall of the extension is set into the hill, and was constructed 

of stone. 

 

The interior space of the house was originally divided into four rooms which are almost square. The two rooms on 

the south side of the house are the dining room and kitchen, and those on the north side were probably either two 

living rooms or a living room and a bedroom. The partition between the rooms on the north side of the house was 

removed in order to create one long living room space. Stairs to the top half story are located along the east wall of 

the north side of the house. There are two rooms on the top half story. The space of the rear shed extension was 

used for a root cellar, a coal shed, storage, and one small section was converted into a bathroom. The house was 

built of single wall construction, the original exterior walls measuring two to three inches in width, and interior walls 

measuring only one inch in width. In the 1950s or early 1960s, the house was sided with composition siding in an 

effort to provide exterior insulation. Although it obscures the original drop siding, it does not change the character 

of the house. The present owner has added 2 x 4 framing on the interior in order to further insulate the house. That 

change was essential to allow for continued use of the house, and it too does not affect its original character.° 

Since the writing of this description, a two story addition has been built to the side and rear of the house, although 

it is stepped back from the front of the house. Changes to the original house include the house being raised 

slightly, elongating the stair to the porch and the addition of a landscaped area in the front. The addition is clad and 

sheathed in the same materials as the original house, and steps up one story behind the house with a garage 

below. The additions and alterations have been will executed, emphasizing the original form of the house and do 

not significantly diminish the historic character of the home. The overall form and materiality of the home remains 

intact and the house retains its historic value 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

From the 1984 National Register nomination: 
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¯Built c. 1902, the Ancil Johnson house at 402 Marsac is architecturally significant as one of 69 extant pyramid 

houses in Park City, 28 of which are included in this nomination. Of the 28 being nominated, eleven are true 

pyramid houses and seventeen are variants of the basic type. This house is one of the true pyramid houses. The 

pyramid house is one of the three most common house types built during the early period of Park City®s mining 

boom era, and significantly contributes to the character of the residential area. It appeared early on, but survived 

with variations longer than the other two types. 

 

¯Ancil Johnson purchased this property in 1902 and soon after probably built this house. It is similar in appearance 

to neighboring houses which were also constructed around the same time as the area was being rebuilt after the 

great fire of 1898, which wiped out most of the houses in this area. 

 

¯Born in Sweden in 1854, Ancil Johnson came with his parents to the U.S. and to Utah in 1863 because his mother 

was a convert to Mormonism. The family settled in Salt Lake City, but, due to their poverty, Ancil began working at 

the age of 9 on farms throughout Summit County. During his teen-age years he drove ore wagons for the newly 

discovered Park City mines, and in 1873 he moved to the year-old town of Park City and started working for the 

Ontario Mill. In1880, Ancil married Mary Louise Hendrickson of Salt Lake City. She died in 1910, and three years 

later he married Emma Elizabeth Erickson. They had four children. Ancil worked as a teamster for a number of 

years, a miner, a cowpunched, a Park City policeman for eight years, and in his later years as a watchman at the 

Judge Mine. He apparently lived in this house until his death in 1934, at which time he was claimed to be the oldest 

resident of Park City, both in terms of age and length of residence. Emma Johnson continued to own the property 

until 1941.° 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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402 Marsac Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

 

402 Marsac Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 
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402 Marsac Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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