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IDENTIFICATION

Property Name (if any): Ferry-Kearns Mansion

Address: 2245 Monitor Drive

Date of Construction: ¢. 1890 City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah
Architect/Builder, if known: unknown Tax Number:; HR-2

Current Owner: Mark J. Fischer

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 2 HOLIDAY RANCHETTES SUBDIVISION IN SECS 4 & 9 T2SR4E CONT
2.095 AC M123-108 M58-240 M129-301-303 419-272 458-1729-764 876-711 1264-134

STATUS / USE

Original Use: single dwelling  Current Use: single dwelling

Property Type: National Register of Historic Places: Evaluation:

M Buiding [ Eiigible [J Landmark Site

[ Structure W cigible B significant Site
[1site [ Listed, Date: [L1Non Historic
DOCUMENTATION

Photographs: Research Sources:

[ Tax Photos | Sanborn Maps | City/ County Histories | Newspapers
W prints: [ tax Card [1Personal Interviews []Other:

[ Historic B Census Records I park City Museum
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DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style: Queen Anne style

No. Stories: 1

Number of Associated Structures: []Accessory building(s). # [ Structure(s). #
Condition: I Good [ Fair [ Poor [] Uninhabitable/Ruin
Location: | Original location ] Moved (Date: ,original location: )

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)

Exterior Walls: Drop siding

Foundation: Concrete

Roof: Cross-wing and complex forms - wood shingles
Windows/Doors: Double-hung, casement, and casement with transom
Additions: | Major [ Minor [1None
Alterations: Il Major [ Minor [INone

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):

Essential Historic Form: N Retains [[]Does Not Retain

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of
the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and
describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.)

The two story Queen Anne style house at 2245 Monitor Drive was not originally built there, but moved to its current
site in 1972. The Queen Anne style was common in the state of Utah during the turn of the 19th century but was
not often built in the Park City area. Several additions have been built onto the house, though whether these were
completed before or after the relocation of the house is unknown. The roof is a cross wing with other complex
forms present, and is sheathed with wood shingles. A gable dormer is seen on the north side of the main roof
section. Wood drop siding clads the house. There are several different types of windows present on the house,
primarily being the double hung type, with several decorative round windows present in the gables and on other
parts of the fagcades. A turret is present at the southeast corner of the house. The front porch is covered by a
second story balcony and both porch and balcony wrap from the south fagade to the east. The porch and balcony
are surrounded by a wood balustrade with simple details on the posts. Another balcony and covered porch are
present on the rear of the house, wrapping from the east to the north fagade. The site is large and the house is
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surrounded by many different types of trees. The cumulative formal and material changes have diminished its
historic value

SIGNIFICANCE

Historic Era:
B Scttlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893)
] Mature Mining Era (1894-1930)

[L]Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962)

Narrative Statement of Significance:
(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)

This house was originally built at the mouth of Thaynes Canyon by Colonel William Montague Ferry, an early Park
City resident and member a select group of Michigan natives who took leadership roles in the formation of the
mining camp. William M. Ferry was the son of the Reverend William Montague Ferry, a prominent Presbyterian
minister who founded numerous Michigan cities, including Grand Haven. William M. was born in 1824 at his familial
home on Mackinac Island, where his father had a mission.

William M. moved to Grand Haven with his family in 1834, and he became successful as an inventor and
engineering draftsman. He formed the Ottawa Iron Works, a successful company, and was elected as a regent of
the University of Michigan in 1856. His life in Michigan was interrupted by the American Civil War, as Ferry
volunteered as a private in the Fourteenth Michigan in 1861. He was a captain in 1862 when his actions regarding
rations under General Rosecrans were seen as heroic. He was asked to take similar actions by General Grant the
following year at Vicksburg. According to his obituary, “This system of commutation of rations first introduced by
Capt. Ferry, has now been included in the regulations of the army, and has received the formal approval of
Congress.” He retired from service as a colonel, moving back to Michigan to become active in politics. After being
defeated handily as the Democratic nominee for governor in 1872, Ferry served as Grand Haven mayor.

William M. Ferry moved to Utah in 1878 to join a handful of other Grand Haven residents, including brother Edward
Payson Ferry, D.C McLaughin, J.W. Mason, and F.A. Nims, who had moved to Park City around 1871 and were
already prospering as prospectors. E.P. Ferry was leading the group as they bought the productive Flagstaff Mine
and eventually built the Marsac Mill. The Michigan partners also made a move to gain a patent to the land of the
early mining camp, which had not been formally granted from the United States. They were officially given the land,
which started a property lawsuit that was not settled for decades. Most townspeople bought the land they had
already settled, but some refused. Edward P. Ferry was thus the grantor on most of the land purchases from the
Townsite Company.

William M. Ferry bought the land and built this mansion at the base of Thaynes Canyon around 1890. After arriving
in Park City, he had made a fortune as an early investor in the Quincy Mine. Ferry was a philanthropist, donating
$500 to the construction of the Miner’s Hospital and donating land and money to Westminster College in Salt Lake
City. This resulted in the naming of Ferry Hall, an original campus building that was razed in the 1980s.
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William M. Ferry died in 1905. His funeral was held in this mansion before he was brought to Grand Haven to be
buried.

Mrs. Jeanette Hollister Ferry (m. 1851) owned the mansion until 1915, when it was sold to the Silver King
Consolidated Company as a site for what would become the Spiro Tunnel. The Ferry property would become the
Sullivan Ranch, the Hurley Ranch, and finally the Snow Summit Ranch. Treasure Mountain Resort would bring
development to the area. Currently, the site of the Ferry property houses subdivision development and the Park
City Golf Club.

Thomas Kearns, Jr. enjoyed a fair amount of time in the mansion after it was purchased by Silver King Con, his
father’s company with David Keith, which is why it has become known as the Ferry-Kearns Mansion. The mansion
fell into disrepair, however, as evidenced by photos from the 1960s. It was purchased by Rae Ann Prescott for
$2,000 in the early 1970s. She had it moved to the current site in 1972 but died tragically in a horse riding accident
the following year, after which the house remained in poor condition in the new Holiday Ranch subdivision. It was
finally repaired in the early 1980s. Plans to convert the mansion into a bed and breakfast fell through, and it was
sold most recently as a private house with a large addition. Many of the original materials and essential visual
elements have been lost. Combined with the move, those factors make this house not eligible for National Register
listing. It is, however, a valuable record of local history and the life of William M. Ferry, a key mining man in early
Park City.
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PHOTOS

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the
location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.)

2245 Monitor Drive, Park City, Summit County, Utah
Intensive Level Survey—Biographical and Historical Research Materials

In 1964, on historic site (Utah State Historical Society)

Mouth of Thaynes Canyon c. 1900 (Park City Historical Society & Museum)
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MAPS

2245 Maonitor Drive, Park City, Summit Counfy, Utah
Intensive Level! Survey—Sanborn Map history

(outside of 1889 Sanbom boundanes) (outside of 1900 Sanborn boundarnes)

(outside of 1907 Sanbom boundaries) (outside of 1929 Sanborn boundaries)

(outside of 1941 Sanbom boundaries)
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2245 Monitar Drive, Park City, Summit County, Ufah
Intensive Level Survey—Biographical and Historical Research Materials
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2245 Monitor Drive, Park City, Summit County, Ufah
Intensive Level Survey—Biographical and Historical Research Materials
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The Ferry Mansion as it stands «oday for Its elegant interior and beautiful
at Holiday Ranch, The Mansion was known  #rounds.

Mansion Story Told

By Jeran Cottis

Colanel William F. Ferry
and his family, with 11 other
men {rom Michigan, came to
Park City about the time the
Gredat Ontarlo Mine came
into existence.

Their main interest was
In mining bBot they helped
shape and mold Park City
into the fine town it did be«
come. They arganized the
plans for the water system
and for the roads and helped
with electricity.

The Ferrys were a family
of money and means and of
great educasion. Colonel
Ferry boilttheir home where
the Spiro Tunnel IS today.

It was then called The
Ferry Kaach,

The beautiful Vietorian
Mansion was ailt aroundihe
turn of the ceptury. The
home had elaborate stained
glass windows and every

room lad a fireplace inzlud-
ing the bedrooms upslairs.
The curtains were made of
lace tmported from Notting-
ham, England. All the furn-
lture was made of hard wood
and heavily carved a5 was
most of the early furniture,
he lurrel room wits mose
or less a look-om area, as
you citmbed the many stairs
to the top of the small oc«
tagonal room, a great view
could he Seen
The mansion was known
for its elegant in'arior amd
s spacieus and beautiful
grounds, but most of all for
the wonder{ul partiesthe
awners gave out og the ver.
anda.
The old home was moved
wo summers ago from its
original location, and now

rests on 2 new foundation at
the Holiday Ranch area,

The late Rie Ann Prescott
had great plans, in hopes, to
restore this once greai man-
ston; but for now, it looksas
if it might remaln a shell
forever,

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation
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The Ferry-Kearns mansion.

2R0%0 By Nan Chatat

No room for the inn?

by Teri Gomes

In 1885 Col. William Ferry built an
elegant home for himself on
property owned by the Silver King
Mining Company near the spot
where the Spiro Tunnel would later
be built, He eventually sold the
home to Thomas Kearns who lived
there for years before building his
mansion on South Temple, today the
Governor's mansion

In the early 19708, Hae Ann
Prescott bought the remains of the
once-stately home for just $2,000
She spent an additional $10,000 to
move the home to a field north of
town where she planned to restore
the building toits former glory. But
she died shortly afterwards and the
old Ferry-Kearns house sat on the
two-acre lot in the Holiday Ranch
subdivision for years unattended

The home was later bought by
John Newman. It has been re-
furbished, enlarged, and is current-
1y for sale, Asking price—$700,000.

Robert and Vicki Webber have
taken out an option to buy the home
Their plans are to turn the buildings
into an executive-style inn, very
much like the popular Brigham
Street Inn in Salt Lake City, In fact,
they have even retained John Pace,
the architect for the Brigham Street
Inn, to explore how to make the
building into an inn.

All told, Mr. Webber sees this as!
at least a $1 million investment. He
would include landscaping and a
small park area to be dedicated to
the public good. He would tone down
the vellow exterior by painting the
building grey, accented by plam,
tan and cream  And once completed,
he would open the lobby or living
area for civic groups o use

But Mr. Webber may be with
drawing his option. The home-
owners association of Holiday
Ranch doesn't want the inn

“We sent around letters tog!l the
10 plus homeowners in the area

explaining the project,' said Web-
ber. “The homeowners' committee
received eight negative phone calls
as a response to that letter and
decided that was too much negative
response to consider the proposal,

“l know their concern in this
would be letting open the floodgates
to nightly rental in the area which
isn't presently permitted. We're not
going to fight them, We don't want
to force our preject on anyone, But
it does put us at a bit of an
impasse.”’

Webber said the response had
been very positive from members of
the Planning Commission and the
Historic Distriet Commission. “And
I think we could fight this thing, and
win,'" said Webber. “I just didn't
want todo that "

Webber has asked for a formal
letter from the Holiday Ranch
Homeowners' Association explain-
ing in detail their nbjections to the
inn

Park Record, 12/1/1983

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation



2245 Monitor Dnive, Park City, Summit County, Ufah
Intensive Level Survey—Biographical and Historical Research Matenals

PARK CITY mo=o”

MAGAZINE —

PO CITY MMM | WIS SR T | T FRSCY AMICN

B oy JaB

The Ferry Mansion

TEXT: MAL COMPTON
PHOTOGRAPHY: DOUGLAS DURKE

Soenetras cilled Um Menrms Marsion De aige
heme o 224 Motar Didve was actually st bt
o aver ived s By Lteh State Secmtior ard Park
City mining-miloneke Thormes Keams and
farrdly Iradeod the horme telonged o Colonel
Wiliars M Ferry, who come % Park City hom
Crand Haven, Michigan, in 1578, and o & mise
ownat, Quckly mede & futne

”l = In 1862, Coonel Fary, whe served in the vl
Wat, putchused %0 aces of lend bt what wees
called North Park of Bre mouth of Theynes Canyon. On Septerrber 20, 1200, The Pak fecoed
reganed, "M W M Farty geve & vary ecjoyatie tee parny . The perly wis gven as & so of
frewed on e ove of M. Farry's change of tesidence 12 He Coonels 1anch taal the souh of
Thaytes Carpon, shece they have bull & sice home " Colonel Fetry was & generous philetiropst
ared e b ® Cistege in Salt Luks City asel fix the

Thes artiche appeers & O Wintw/Spding 2007 sus of Fark Cly Magetion
OV oy o i you reed been ¥ Suacibe 1o Fary, Cly Magetiee »

of the Miran Hoagoitsl in Park Clty.

Aer Col. Farry diedin W05, Ms. Ferry end b
Seughter contitred (o ive I Dhe menson urdl
W15 whan e propedy wes ackd 1 Be Shar
Kirg Comolidated Mnng Comperny. (X et
matped with Shver King Conltion Minng
Ceorrgury)

Abough Thomes Kearmm was & 2af owest of e
frife comparny, thaie = 60 evidence that he wver
sayed Iy the sanson. However, s son Thomas
Hearrs, & ocossicnally used £ es o sumiser
vacaion home ol 1020 when the tuliding and
land ware corveriad Nl & cefie e dude rarch.

In 1523, e Kearms family and mine company decontnued het foandel supporn of the mession,
wred 1t e ebatdioned. VWhen the mening compuety decided i demclah Be rmermion, (oo lesident
e Ao Prescct! convineed thas 2 gve her Tie bulding f she moved £ 1 wirs moved t Mornoe
Dve in 1073 o o cont of 52000 Tragicelly, e Asn wim Kied in 8 harse<ddag sccdent in 1974
Sutwecuent cwners Imoved Dhe marsken end added & tew wing Cumert owners heve compieted
the and of the Mstordc horme, e that 1| o8 stends s & shining
rivute 1o Park City Medory

Park City Magazine (online), Winter-Spring 2007

Your comments say be edited for trevly and foul lenguege.
O 10 tiw | Neaw 10 e

FOETED BY ANORTMOUR 1 Ereon e

My fernlly was the Farry fessly who were pertrens in e Shear King Mihe. We hive hundreds of
ptotin of Park Cly $om De Ferry pempective fom De bocem-yeers of e sibe.

L 1 0w thae, do bece and wer'l conmdel Be besl fodte.
Cluers.
FCATES BT WAL F R NG 3 XM

~Actualy, Sen. Koatrs chik®en Tom Jr, Edmund and Hulen used the Fetry house on & reguer
Sunin The farrdly scld Dl ranch in Calfornia I 1918, e your Thomes Keams ded S0, In
#ASion, ey chidren were sieo teguler vislions ot the house Curing the sufrrrers hosted by the
Sanvimcther Jetvie Judge Keans.

~Thomes Keeirm ed his pather Devid Keith, were the mejorty sharehoiderns of the Sher King
Miing Co which bocamae the Siver Miog Cosliion Mining Co The Keatrs osate evertusly
Secane He macrlly sharshokier. The SKEM o ectuly Teused! i (ropedty Som De Fary
farrdly who wete very good friees of the Keams. The house wes used 80 much by the Keans
Fardly dufng Te 20% i1 is eesy 10 undestand why 1t wis often called the Keerms Pan Ciy
Marsion The fernlly s mary photogrephs of s house dutng Del tne.

FOETED BT ANONTMOUR AN mE e

Wheve exncly wes s house crignmly locsted?) and whst wes LUR on the propernty shied the
house was moved??

Al yon cmmmes
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