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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Ferry-Kearns Mansion     

Address: 2245 Monitor Drive            

Date of Construction: c. 1890      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: HR-2    

Current Owner: Mark J. Fischer 

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 2 HOLIDAY RANCHETTES SUBDIVISION IN SECS 4 & 9 T2SR4E CONT 

2.095 AC M123-108 M58-240 M129-301-303 419-272 458-1729-764 876-711 1264-134 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Queen Anne style        

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Concrete      

Roof: Cross-wing and complex forms - wood shingles         

Windows/Doors: Double-hung, casement, and casement with transom     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The two story Queen Anne style house at 2245 Monitor Drive was not originally built there, but moved to its current 

site in 1972. The Queen Anne style was common in the state of Utah during the turn of the 19th century but was 

not often built in the Park City area. Several additions have been built onto the house, though whether these were 

completed before or after the relocation of the house is unknown. The roof is a cross wing with other complex 

forms present, and is sheathed with wood shingles. A gable dormer is seen on the north side of the main roof 

section. Wood drop siding clads the house. There are several different types of windows present on the house, 

primarily being the double hung type, with several decorative round windows present in the gables and on other 

parts of the façades. A turret is present at the southeast corner of the house. The front porch is covered by a 

second story balcony and both porch and balcony wrap from the south façade to the east. The porch and balcony 

are surrounded by a wood balustrade with simple details on the posts. Another balcony and covered porch are 

present on the rear of the house, wrapping from the east to the north façade. The site is large and the house is 
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surrounded by many different types of trees. The cumulative formal and material changes have diminished its 

historic value 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

This house was originally built at the mouth of Thaynes Canyon by Colonel William Montague Ferry, an early Park 

City resident and member a select group of Michigan natives who took leadership roles in the formation of the 

mining camp. William M. Ferry was the son of the Reverend William Montague Ferry, a prominent Presbyterian 

minister who founded numerous Michigan cities, including Grand Haven. William M. was born in 1824 at his familial 

home on Mackinac Island, where his father had a mission.  

 

William M. moved to Grand Haven with his family in 1834, and he became successful as an inventor and 

engineering draftsman. He formed the Ottawa Iron Works, a successful company, and was elected as a regent of 

the University of Michigan in 1856. His life in Michigan was interrupted by the American Civil War, as Ferry 

volunteered as a private in the Fourteenth Michigan in 1861. He was a captain in 1862 when his actions regarding 

rations under General Rosecrans were seen as heroic. He was asked to take similar actions by General Grant the 

following year at Vicksburg. According to his obituary, “This system of commutation of rations first introduced by 

Capt. Ferry, has now been included in the regulations of the army, and has received the formal approval of 

Congress.”  He retired from service as a colonel, moving back to Michigan to become active in politics. After being 

defeated handily as the Democratic nominee for governor in 1872, Ferry served as Grand Haven mayor. 

 

William M. Ferry moved to Utah in 1878 to join a handful of other Grand Haven residents, including brother Edward 

Payson Ferry, D.C McLaughin, J.W. Mason, and F.A. Nims, who had moved to Park City around 1871 and were 

already prospering as prospectors. E.P. Ferry was leading the group as they bought the productive Flagstaff Mine 

and eventually built the Marsac Mill. The Michigan partners also made a move to gain a patent to the land of the 

early mining camp, which had not been formally granted from the United States. They were officially given the land, 

which started a property lawsuit that was not settled for decades.  Most townspeople bought the land they had 

already settled, but some refused. Edward P. Ferry was thus the grantor on most of the land purchases from the 

Townsite Company. 

 

William M. Ferry bought the land and built this mansion at the base of Thaynes Canyon around 1890. After arriving 

in Park City, he had made a fortune as an early investor in the Quincy Mine. Ferry was a philanthropist, donating 

$500 to the construction of the Miner’s Hospital and donating land and money to Westminster College in Salt Lake 

City. This resulted in the naming of Ferry Hall, an original campus building that was razed in the 1980s. 
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William M. Ferry died in 1905. His funeral was held in this mansion before he was brought to Grand Haven to be 

buried.  

 

Mrs. Jeanette Hollister Ferry (m. 1851) owned the mansion until 1915, when it was sold to the Silver King 

Consolidated Company as a site for what would become the Spiro Tunnel.  The Ferry property would become the 

Sullivan Ranch, the Hurley Ranch, and finally the Snow Summit Ranch. Treasure Mountain Resort would bring 

development to the area. Currently, the site of the Ferry property houses subdivision development and the Park 

City Golf Club. 

 

Thomas Kearns, Jr. enjoyed a fair amount of time in the mansion after it was purchased by Silver King Con, his 

father’s company with David Keith, which is why it has become known as the Ferry-Kearns Mansion. The mansion 

fell into disrepair, however, as evidenced by photos from the 1960s. It was purchased by Rae Ann Prescott for 

$2,000 in the early 1970s. She had it moved to the current site in 1972 but died tragically in a horse riding accident 

the following year, after which the house remained in poor condition in the new Holiday Ranch subdivision. It was 

finally repaired in the early 1980s. Plans to convert the mansion into a bed and breakfast fell through, and it was 

sold most recently as a private house with a large addition. Many of the original materials and essential visual 

elements have been lost. Combined with the move, those factors make this house not eligible for National Register 

listing. It is, however, a valuable record of local history and the life of William M. Ferry, a key mining man in early 

Park City. 

 

REFERENCES 

Boutwell, John Mason and Lester Hood Woolsey. Geology and Ore Deposits of the Park City District, Utah. White Paper, 

Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1912. 

Carter, Thomas and Peter Goss. Utah’s Historic Architecture, 1847-1940.  Salt Lake City: Center for Architectural Studies, 

Graduate School of Architecture, University of Utah and Utah State Historical Society, 1988. 

Hampshire, David, Martha Sonntag Bradley and Allen Roberts. A History of Summit County.  Coalville, UT: Summit County 

Commission,1998. 

National Register of Historic Places. Park City Main Street Historic District. Park City, Utah, National Register #79002511. 

Peterson, Marie Ross and Mary M. Pearson. Echoes of Yesterday: Summit County Centennial History. Salt Lake City: 

Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 1947. 

Pieros, Rick. Park City: Past & Present. Park City: self-published, 2011. 

Randall, Deborah Lyn. Park City, Utah: An Architectural History of Mining Town Housing, 1869 to 1907. Master of Arts thesis, 

University of Utah, 1985.  

Ringholz, Raye Carleson. Diggings and Doings in Park City: Revised and Enlarged. Salt Lake City: Western Epics, 1972. 

Ringholz, Raye Carleson and Bea Kummer. Walking Through Historic Park City.  Self-published, 1984. 

Thompson, George A., and Fraser Buck. Treasure Mountain Home: Park City Revisited.  Salt Lake City: Dream Garden Press, 

1993 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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MAPS 
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