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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Levins D. Gray House      

Address: 355 Ontario Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1902      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-449    

Current Owner: Ontario LLC  

Legal Description (include acreage): PC 449 LOTS 18 & 19 BLK 54 PARK CITYSURVEY M125-383 M143-

252,253 412-793 441-191 449-716 475-1 686-780 1004-159 2077-1201 2081-387; 0.13 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

          7/12/84 Mining Boom Era Residences Thematic District 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Pyramid (variant) type / Victorian Eclectic style        

No. Stories: 1.5     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: The exterior walls are clad in non-beveled (drop-novelty) wood siding and corner boards. The porch 

skirt and foundation are clad in board & batten materials. The recessed partial-width porch is supported by 

turned posts and has a simple low balustrade.     

Foundation: The foundation is not visible, but appears to have been upgraded from the wooden sills noted 

on the building cards.      

Roof: The roof is a truncated pyramid or hipped form sheathed in a standing-seam metal material. A 

gabled dormer is centered on the main façade.         

Windows/Doors: The windows are double-hung sash units and a fixed casement window with transom 

window is seen in the façade adjacent to the porch. The dormer has paired double-hung sash units. The 

door appears to be a wooden frame-and-panel door with multiple lights.     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 355 Ontario Avenue was described in a 1984 National Register nomination as follows: 
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“This house is a one story frame house with a truncated hip roof. It is a variant of the pyramid house type. Elements 

of this house that are common to the pyramid house are the truncated hip roof and the square plan. Dormers were 

also typical of the pyramid house, but the dormer on this house is a recent addition. It, however, was built in a scale 

and of materials that are complementary to and appropriate for this house type. Instead of having a porch 

spanning a symmetrical facade, as was the typical facade arrangement of a pyramid house, the northwest corner 

was recessed to form a small front porch. The porch spans half of the facade, which consists of a door and a 

window. It is supported on lathe turned piers which have decorative brackets at the tops, and the balustrade has a 

geometric design. This type of balustrade was a popular element of the Victorian period, but there are few extant 

examples of the type in Park City. Because porch elements are the first to deteriorate and be replaced, it is difficult 

to determine if indeed this type of decoration was common in the area. A broad single sash and transom window is 

centered on the other half of the facade. There is a second entrance on the north side of the building. A shed 

extension was added to the rear of the house with a section of the shed extending beyond the north wall. The 

separate entrance into that extension probably provides access to a coal or wood storage area. This type of 

extension was extremely common. In-period rear extensions are part of Park City's architectural vocabulary. 

Although in many cases an extension represents a major alteration of the original house, it usually contributes to 

the significance of a house because it documents the most common and acceptable method of expansion of the 

small Park City house. The house is in excellent condition and has received no alterations which have affected its 

original integrity.” 

 

The 1984 description remains largely accurate, but some alterations have occurred since that time. The balustrade 

has been removed and replaced with a simple wood balustrade. The decorative spindle work between the tops of 

the porch posts shown in the c. 1940 tax photo has been removed. The decorative bracket from one of the posts 

has been removed. The roof is now sheathed in a standing seam metal material. The site is sloped and the house 

sits well below the grade of Ontario Avenue. The overall form and materiality of the building remains intact and the 

building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

The history of this house was detailed in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“The Levin’s D. Gray House, built in 1902, at 355 Ontario is architecturally significant as one of only five well 

preserved examples of a variant of the pyramid house. The pyramid house is one of the three most common house 

types built during the early period of Park City's mining boom era and was built with a number of variations. This 
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one is characterized by the typical square form and a hip roof, but is distinguished from the basic pyramid house in 

that instead of having a porch spanning the facade, the porch is set into a recessed section of the facade. Pyramid 

houses make up about 20% of the total number of in-period buildings in Park City, and about 30% of the pyramid 

houses are included in this nomination. 

 

Levins D. and Stella Gray purchased this property in October of 1901, and had this house built the following spring. 

A lien was placed on this property in April of 1902 by the Summit Lumber Company for non-payment of a portion of 

the $546.77-worth of materials used to construct the "one story dwelling house on Lots 18 and 19." Neighboring 

houses were also constructed at about that time as the area was being rebuilt after the great fire of 1898. It is 

unknown whether the Grays used this house as their own home or as rental property. They sold it in 1909. 

 

Levins De Eston Gray was born in New York in 1856 and came to Park City in 1888, probably drawn by the 

opportunity to work in the booming mining industry there. He worked in some of the mills in Park City for many 

years. In 1916, one year after Stella's death, Levins moved to Salt Lake City, where he was engaged in the lumber 

business and remained until his death in 1948. 

 

Frank J. McLaughlin, a postman, bought this house in 1909 and lived there until 1921. Subsequent owners include 

R.B. Dunbar (1921-27) and Lawrence L. Martin (1927-78).” 

 

Further research has uncovered more information regarding the other owners of this house. Frank McLaughlin 

appears on the 1920 census, and worked as a postmaster for Park City at that time. Prior to becoming postmaster, 

he had owned his own general store. He sold the house in 1921 to R.B. Dunbar, and moved away from Park City in 

1925. 

 

Robert B. Dunbar is shown on the 1920 census. At that time he was living with his parents, and working as a 

teacher for the local public school. It is unknown if he ever lived in this house. He sold the house in 1927 to 

Lawrence Martin. 

 

Lawrence Martin owned the house from 1927 to 1978, and lived in it during both the 1930 and 1940 censuses, 

with his wife Edith and their two daughters. He is recorded as working as both a millman and a foreman for the 

mines. They sold the house in 1978, and both Lawrence and Edith passed away in 1979 and 1980 respectively. 

The house is currently owned by Ontario LLC. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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Levins D. Gray House 

355 Ontario 

Park City, Summit County, Utah 

Northwest Corner 

Photo by Debbie Temme, October 1983 

Negative: Utah State Historical Society 
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