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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Park City Community Church        

Address: 402 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1899      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect: unknown; Builder: P. Anderson & Co.   Tax Number: PC-162-A     

Current Owner: Patty Quillin  

Legal Description (include acreage): ALL LOTS 31 & 32 BLK 10 PARK CITY SURVEY D-323 MWD-167 597-635 

723-810 1458-1978; 0.09 AC 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: religious  Current Use: religious   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

          11/25/1980 – Individually listed 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints: 2006 (2), 1995, 1980 (3)  tax Card  Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum       abstract of title 

                 USHS Preservation Files 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Religious building type / Gothic style          

No. Stories: 1.5     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Red brick     

Foundation: Stone      

Roof: Gable roof form with corner tower (pyramid roof) sheathed in wooden shingles     

Windows/Doors: Pointed arched double-hung sash type with a single pane surrounded by small square panes  

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The Park City Community Church was described in a 1980 National Register nomination form as follows: 

“The Park City Community Church exhibits a rectangular plan, with gable roof and the pointed doors and windows 

of the Gothic Style. Constructed in brick, the one story structure has Queen Anne lancet windows, with the belfry 

located to the south side of the building, topped by a steeply pitched bell cast pyramid roof. The engaged corner 

bell tower, with rectangular openings now closed in at the top, contains a pointed arched entry topped with stained 

glass. A narrower entry exists to the north, also topped by decorative glasswork. The interior consists of one large 

room, a small entry, pastors, office and stairwell. This structure was rebuilt after the 1898 fire with only portions of 

the original foundation incorporated into the rebuilt building.” 

The building remains largely as it was described in the 1980 nomination. The roof has since been sheathed in a 

shingles. Not mentioned in the above description is that while the majority of the building’s walls are brick the main 

gable is clad with fishscale shingles. All the doors are wood frame and panel. The overall form and materiality of the 

church remains intact and the church retains its historic value. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

The history of the Park City Community Church was detailed in the 1980 National Register nomination form as 

follows: 

 

“The Park City Community Church built in 1899, is locally significant as the remnant of the Congregationalist and 

Methodist efforts in the important Utah mining community of Park City, and in representing the perseverance and 

growth of the Congregationalists after the great fire of 1898 which leveled much of the city. The Gothic style brick 

edifice also reflects the use of this style in religious institutions, built in a more permanent material. The building still 

serves a religious function and attests to its congregation's effort to preserve and maintain a Protestant tradition in 

Park City.  

 

The history of the Park City Community Church is the story of two churches in Park City, Congregational and 

Methodist, and the perseverance of their members to preserve and maintain a Protestant congregation and 

building. 

 

The present church building represents the remnant of the Congregationalist's early arrival in the mining camp, 

which numbered 300 inhabitants, where they established a Sunday School in 1879, an incorporated church in 

1881, and a brick edifice in 1886. 

 

The land was secured by the First Congregational Church of Park City in July 1883. A $2199.21 mortgage was 

taken out from the American Congregational Union of New York in 1884 (paid 11-9-98) and $180.93 Machanic s 

Lien to Geo. 

C. Kidda taken in 1885 for the construction of a sanctuary.  

 

Prior to the fire which destroyed a large portion of Park City on June 19, 1898, the Congregational Church was 

actively involved in proselytizing among the miners of Park City. This sect had been active in other parts of Utah 

and was the first to establish regular Protestant services. When fire raged through the town, destroying this 

structure along with over two hundred others the members were faced with rebuilding and with financing a new 

church.  
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In 1899, a $2100.00 Trust deed was granted to the Congregational Church Building Society, with another for $21 

00.00 and a third for $504.00 released in 1919. 

 

Services were held in the Lincoln School but in September 1898 the minister and Trustees stated to Park City 

Mayor Deming their intentions to rebuild, and to use the walls left standing after the fire. In October, plans for the 

Gothic style edifice were complete and the bids put up for contracting and it was not until June 1, 1899 that P. 

Anderson & Co. began construction. Timbers arrived in July and apparently the church completed in the fall.  

 

Along with the development of the Congregational Church, was a parallel growth in Methodism. In 1883 a mission 

was initiated, followed in 1884 by the building of a wood church structure a block from the Congregational Church. 

A publication reported "The most successful church in any mining town, and one of the most successful Methodist 

Churches in Utah, was at Park City. Work was started in 1884 and by 1889 Methodists in this booming silver town 

boasted a church worth $2000 and a Sunday School with 300 members - largest in the territory. By 1891 the 

church at Park City had become entirely self-supporting. This was the first Methodist Church in Utah to achieve 

this coveted goal." 

 

Following the fire of June 19, 1898, the Methodists rebuilt immediately on the same site, for about $3000 and 

dedicated the building January 8, 1899. Members gathered together in May of 1902 to build a parsonage. 

 

Financial problems apparently plagued the Congregational Church with the Congregational New West Educational 

Commission coming to its aid in 1892. For both churches there was the conflict arising from political rather than 

theological differences with the Mormons. Cooperation between non-Mormon churches was necessary for 

success. 

 

In an interdenominational effort to coordinate the activities of different Protestant churches, a Home Missions 

Council was formed in 1915. Agreeing not to establish a church in a community where a Protestant church was 

functioning and to transfer memberships, they were able to survive. The two Park City churches exemplified this 

cooperation by joining congregations on April 11, 1919 in the Congregational Church building but coming under 

Methodist Church government. (In Provo the reverse took place with the Methodists coming under Congregational 

government). The name of the new church became Park City Community Church with many denominations 

attending, making this a truly ecumenical church. 

 

Improvements have been made to the building over the years, including a new furnace, sewer, powder room, 

kitchen plastering, painting and partial rewiring. A deck was added last year but no structural changes have been 

made. 

 

 Continuous operation of this church since it was built has provided the community with religious and educational 

facilities (it houses a nursery school on weekdays), a place for fellowship, weddings, baptisms and funerals. It 

contemplates many more years of community services.” 

 

The property is currently owned by Patty Quillin. 
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PHOTOS 

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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Park City Community Church 

402 Park Avenue  

Park City, Utah, Summit County 

Photo & Negative: Barbary H. Dyer 

Photos 1,2,3 

  



15 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 

  



16 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 

  



17 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 

  



18 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 

 

 



19 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 
402 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013 

 

 
402 Park Avenue. West elevation. November 2013 
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402 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 
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