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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): John Shields House         

Address: 416 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1901      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-162      

Current Owner: Jack R. and Ramona Azizah Mayer (trustees)  

Legal Description (include acreage): SUBD: PARK CITY BLOCK 10 BLOCK: 10 LOT: 28 AND:- LOT: 29 

BUILDING: 0.00PC 162 ALL LOTS 28 & 29 BLK 10 PARK CITY SURVEY RWD207 M191-641-645-646-647 

M193-546 301-512 503-466 1302-1199 1859-451 JACK R MAYER & RAMONA AZIZAH MAYER TRUSTEE OF 

THE JACK & RAMONA AZIZAH MAYER TRUST 1859-451; 0.09 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints: 2006, 1995, 1983, 1940s  tax Card  Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum      abstract of title 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Pyramid House          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding      

Foundation: Not verified; 1949 & 1957 tax cards indicate no foundation, but the 1968 tax card indicates a 

concrete foundation.      

Roof: Pyramid roof form sheathed in asphalt shingle         

Windows/Doors: Paired double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 416 Park Avenue was described in a 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“This house is a one story frame pyramid house with a hip roof. From the road it looks like a one story house, but 

the steep downward slope of the property toward the rear allowed for the construction of an almost fully exposed 

“basement” level below the grade of the road in front of the house. Typical of the pyramid house is the square plan, 

the symmetrical facade with a door set between two pairs of windows, and the porch spanning the facade. The 
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windows are the one over one double hung sash type. The lathe turned porch piers topped by simple decorative 

brackets are evenly spaced across the facade. The porch has a low hip roof with a small projecting pediment over 

the entrance area. The only alteration of the exterior of the building is the boarding up of two windows on the north 

side of the building. The size of the openings themselves has not been changed, and the change is reversible. The 

building, therefore, maintains its original integrity.” 

 

There have only been minor changes made to the house since the writing of this description and include the 

addition of decorative brackets on the porch posts, and the removal of a small shed roofed open structure on the 

right side of the primary façade. The foundation was likely changed to concrete sometime before 1968, as noted 

on the tax card of that year. The foundation is not visible and remains unverified. The overall form and materiality of 

the building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

The history of this house was detailed in the 1984 National Register nomination as follows: 

 

“Built in 1901, the John Shields House at 416 Park is architecturally significant as one of 69 extant pyramid houses 

in Park City, 28 of which are included in this nomination. Of the 28 being nominated, 11 are true pyramid houses 

and 17 are vari ants of the basic type. This house is one of the true pyramid houses. The pyramid house is one of 

the three most common house types built during the early period of Park City's mining boom era, and significantly 

contributes to the character of the residential area. It appeared early on, but was built with variations longer than 

the other two types. 

 

In the spring of 1901, John and Margaret Shields mortgaged this property for $2000 to finance the construction of 

this "two story house" house. This house remained in the Shields family until 1965.  

 

John and Margaret Ann Berry Shields came to Park City in 1883 and remained for the rest of their lives. John 

Shields was born in Ireland in 1843 and came to the U.S in 1868 after having spent some time in Australia. He 

engaged in mining in California, Utah and Nevada before homesteading in Kansas in 1876. There he met his future 

wife, Margaret Ann Berry, who was then a student at a Catholic school. Their decision to move to Park City in 1883 

was probably influenced by the opportunity for John to work there in his brother Charlie's general store. He worked 

in the store for many years and later operated a corner grocery store of his own. John served for two years as a 

policeman in Park City, three years as a county selectman, and three years as mayor of Park City. His suicide in 
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1913 shocked the community. Margaret Shields was also active in community affairs, serving in state and local 

Democratic Party organizations. She lived in this house until her death in 1939.” 

 

Mary Shields, Margaret’s daughter, inherited the house after her mother’s death. She continued to live in the house 

during the 1940 census. She worked as a registered nurse, but nothing else is known of her. The house has 

changed hands several times since the historic period, and is currently owned by Jack and Ramona Mayer. 
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PHOTOS 

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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416 Park Avenue. Northeast oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
416 Park Avenue. East elevation. November 2013. 
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416 Park Avenue. Southeast oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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