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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Howard V. Alston House       

Address: 450 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: 1926      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: 447-MAIN-1-1AM   

Current Owner: Mark W. Stemler  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 1 FIRST AMENDED 447 MAIN STREET SUBDIVISION; ACCORDING TO 

THE OFFICIAL PLAT ON FILE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY RECORDERS OFFICE CONT 3750 SQ FT OR 0.09 AC 

MARK W STEMLER TRUSTEE OF THE UTAH REVOCABLE TRUST AGREEMENT 1632-1582 & MARK STEMLER 

TRUSTEE OF THE UTAH TRUST1690-1721 AS THEIR INT MAY APPEAR 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum       abstract of title 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Rectangular Block type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Asbestos shingles     

Foundation: Tax cards note a partial concrete foundation      

Roof: Gable roof form sheathed in corrugated metal         

Windows/Doors: large fixed casement type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

This house was originally constructed in the summer of 1926 but material deconstruction over time and a recent 

reconstruction render it ineligible for National Register consideration. As it stands now, the house is rectangular in 

shape with a gabled roof running perpendicular to the street (the west gable end fronts on Park Avenue). Dormers 

on both the north and south roof slopes create gable ends but stay within the rectangular footprint of the house. An 

approximately 6 foot square entryway projects out of the rectangular volume toward Park Avenue and has a small 

gable roof in line with the larger, taller roof of the house. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles. The exterior walls are 

clad in clapboard wood siding, which was not used as often as drop wood in Park City. The front entryway includes 

a wood panel door with a three-pane upper light. It is flanked on either side by a three vertically oriented casement 

window. Window and door trim is typically simple dimensioned lumber, painted red. Doors and windows are 

obviously replacements, as they do not match the historic materials or typology of those of historic Park City.  
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The house is a dramatic change from the original house. The enclosed entry structure was added after the historic 

period. The asbestos siding called out on 1950s tax cards has been removed and replaced with clapboard siding. 

The setting has been dramatically changed. 456 and 460 Park Avenue have been demolished, leaving no other 

houses between 450 Park and the corner of Fifth. The historic feeling of a dense mining housing neighborhood, 

typical of Old Town, was essentially lost when these neighboring houses were torn down. The most recent 

renovation of 450 Park (c. 2014) included disassembly of the house, and virtually all of the historic materials 

remaining at that time have been lost. The scale of the house was expanded drastically, and historically inaccurate 

materials were used in the reconstruction. The cumulative formal and material changes have diminished its historic 

value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

Howard V. Alston bought this property in 1926 from Summit County, which had acquired it after unpaid taxes by 

the previous owner, Alice Thiriot. A previous house on the property was built around 1900 by Alice and her 

husband Joseph P. Thiriot. Alston began work on a new house immediately after buying the property, as noted by 

the July 23, 1926, Park Record, “Among the new home owners this summer will be Supt. H.V. Alston. Mr. Alston is 

now building a five room house on Park Avenue.”  Born in Sanpete County, Utah, in 1887, Alston grew up in Salt 

Lake City, eventually attending the University of Utah. He is credited as being one of the engineering students who 

designed the block U on a mountainside northeast of campus, now an icon of the university. Alston married Maude 

Clare MacNamara in 1917. He went on to get a Ph.D. from the University of California and started his career as a 

principal at various Utah schools. He became the superintendent of the South Summit School District and finally 

the Park City superintendent in 1921, a job he had until his death in 1937.  Maude continued to own the house, 

living at 450 Park with their son Howard Jr. and daughter Maxine, until she sold the property to Arthur and Mary 

Lefler in 1946.  

 

The Leflers owned 450 Park until 1951, when they sold it to longtime owners Keith and Thelma Lindsay. The 

Lindsays owned the house until 1984. It has had numerous owners since that time, and is currently owned by 

trustee Mark Stemler, who was the owner at the time of the recent reconstruction. 
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PHOTOS 

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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450 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. April 2016. 

 

450 Park Avenue. West elevation. April 2016. 
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450 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. April 2016. 
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