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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Julius Frankel House      

Address: 539 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1903      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-77      

Current Owner: Nozar Afkhami (trustee)  

Legal Description (include acreage): ALL LOT 9 BLK 5 PARK CITY SURVEY CONT 0.04 AC SWD-336 RWD-206 

QWD-326 M46-458-461 M61-732 M62-381-112 M160-846-847 406-490 861-219 1556-1462-1482 1712-946 

2016-61 NOZAR AFKHAMI AS INDEPENDENT TRUSTEE OF THE BCKN-078 TRUST 2016-61 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Pyramid House          

No. Stories: 1.5     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Tax cards-1949 & 1957--indicate no foundation; not verified      

Roof: Truncated gable roof form sheathed in standing seam metal        

Windows/Doors: Large casement with decorative fixed transom and paired double-hung sash type    

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 539 Park Ave was described in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“This house is a one and one half story variant of the pyramid house. Features of this house that are typical of the 

basic pyramid house are the generally symmetrical facade with a door set slightly off-center between two windows, 

and the low pitch hip roof porch spanning the facade. Broad single pane windows with transoms flank the door. 

Key characteristics of the variant include: a long rectangular form built deep on the lot, a truncated hip or gable 

roof with a clipped gable on the facade, and windows set into the gable section. This house fits that description, 

and has a truncated gable roof with a clipped gable on the facade. A pair of double hung sash one over one 

window is centered in the gable end. The porch has lathe turned porch piers topped by decorative brackets, and a 

decorative jigsaw cut band between piers. The geometric pattern of the balustrade is a fairly common type from 

the 1890s into the first decade of the twentieth century, but few remain in Park City. There is a second entrance on 
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the north side of the building. The building is essentially unaltered on the exterior, and therefore maintains its 

original integrity.” 

 

The building has gone largely unchanged since the writing of this description. The roofing has been changed to 

standing seam metal. The railing has been replaced or modified and decorative woodwork has been added to it as 

well. Not mentioned in the description is the patterned siding in the porch gable. The overall form and materiality of 

the building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

The history of this house was detailed in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“Built c. 1903, the Julius Frankel House at 539 Park is architecturally significant as one of 69 extant pyramid 

houses in Park City, 28 of which are included in this nomination. Of the 28 being nominated, 11 are true pyramid 

houses and 17 are variants of the basic type. This house is one of the variants of the pyramid house. The pyramid 

house is one of the three most common house types built during the early period of Park City's mining boom era, 

and significantly contributes to the character of the residential area. It appeared early on, but continued to be built 

with variations longer than the other two types. 

 

Julius Frankel bought this property in 1903, and probably had this house constructed that same year, replacing a 

smaller house which was already on the property. Frankel and his wife, Lena, had previously been living in a rented 

house on Park Avenue. Julius was born in Germany in 1868, and probably came to Park City soon after arriving in 

the U.S. in 1888. He worked for several years as head of the dry goods department at M. S. Ascheim's Mercantile, 

then, in 1895, established his own clothing business in Park City. Frankel was quite successful in his business, as 

evidenced by this relatively large and stylish house, and later served as superintendent of the Midnight Sun Mining 

Company. His wife, Lena, whom he married in 1894, was also a native of Germany (b. 187 2). 

 

The Frankel’s sold this house in 1916 to Thomas F. Kane, who owned it until 1924. Other owners include William P. 

Westfield (1924-33), George Clarke (1933-37), Elizabeth W. Egan (1937-45), and Webster R. and El da Wright 

Bowden (1945-80).” 

 

Further research has uncovered more information regarding the other owners and occupants of the house. Though 

it was owned in 1920 by Thomas Kane, the house did not appear on the census of that year, indicating that it may 
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have been vacant at that time. Thomas Kane owned and lived in a neighboring house, 545 Park Avenue. (It is 

possible that Thomas Kane did live in this house at that time, and the address was either changed or recorded 

incorrectly, as there is no house or building that currently has the address of 545 Park Avenue.) Thomas Kane lived 

there with his wife Elizabeth and their three daughters. He worked as a machinist for a mine, but nothing else is 

known of him or his family. 

 

William Westfield appears on the 1930 census, living in this house with his wife Mary. He owned and operated a 

shoe store in town. He had lived in Park City for many years, and appears on both the 1920 and 1940 censuses. 

He sold the house in 1933 to George Clarke.  

 

The only information that could be found on George Clarke was from the 1940 census of Los Angeles, where it 

states that he lived in Park City in 1935. At that time he worked as an electrician, but not much else is known of 

him or his time in Park City. He sold the house in 1937 to Elizabeth Egan. 

 

Elizabeth Egan appears on the 1940 census, living with her husband Horace Fred Egan, and their five children in 

another house on Park Avenue, 501 Park.  It appears that they rented out the house at that time, and it is unknown 

if they ever lived in this house. Horace, also called Fred, worked as a bank cashier, and was also a bishop for the 

LDS Church. They owned the house until 1945. The house has changed hands several times since then, and is 

currently owned by Nozar Afkhami. 
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PHOTOS 

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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539 Park Avenue. Northeast oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
539 Park Avenue. East elevation. November 2013. 
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539 Park Avenue. Southeast oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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