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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Thomas Cupit House      

Address: 557 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1905      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-80      

Current Owner: John D. Plunkett and Barbara J. Kuhr (trustees)  

Legal Description (include acreage): PC 80 LOT 15 BLK 5 PARK CITY SURVEY UWD-340 XWD-74 M15-267 403-

767-771 619-726 1790-1769 1999-1931-1954 JOHN D PLUNKETT & BARBARA J KUHR TRUSTEES OF THE 

PLUNKETT-KUHR TRUST 1999-1954; 0.04 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints: 1995, 2006 & 2008  tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Foursquare or pyramid type / Vernacular style        

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: The exterior walls were clad in Tyvek, awaiting the final siding, as of the 2008 photographs   

Foundation: The foundation, visible in the 2008 photographs, is concrete      

Roof: The roof had not received its final materials as of the 2008 photographs      

Windows/Doors: The windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash with simple casing. The entry door 

had not been installed as of the 2008 photographs     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

557 Park was a foursquare type house that was recently renovated. The foursquare house, also known as a 

pyramid house, is one of the main three house types that were built during the historic Park City mining era. The 

renovation involved raising the house, and building a garage in place of the original foundation. The new garage 

door was built to mimic the skirt around the original foundation. The hipped roof is sheathed with composition 

shingles. There is a small gabled dormer which projects towards the front of the house, and large shed dormers on 

both sides of the roof. The house is clad with drop novelty wood siding. The window types vary, with the one-over-

one double hung type on the upper level, and one fixed pane window on the lower level of the house by the porch 
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stair.  The dormers all appear to have fixed pane or casement windows.  The oriel bay projecting over the garage 

has four of the double-hung sash windows. The porch is inset into the corner of the house, and its roof is supported 

by lathe-turned columns. The piers are topped with decorative brackets and a spindlework frieze, and a lathe-

turned balustrade stretches between them. A stone retaining wall follows the sidewalk and then turns toward the 

house at the driveway. The lot is very narrow, with the house coming very close the lot line on both sides. The 

overall form and materials of the house remain intact and the house retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

This house was likely built between 1900 and 1907, judging from the Sanborn maps from those years. There was a 

house present on the 1889 and 1900 maps, but it is different enough from the current structure in both form and 

location on the site that it seems more likely that this is a new construction and not an addition. The house was 

owned by Thomas Cupit at that time.  

 

Thomas Cupit was originally from England, and was one of the first carpenters for the Ontario mine. He was also a 

businessman in town, and was very involved in some of the social organizations in Park City. His wife was Rebecca 

Cupit, who was also from England. They eventually deeded the house to their daughter Ann, later Ann Hurlburt. 

They moved to California around 1920, and Thomas died in 1925. Ann sold the house to Clarence Hales in 1919. 

 

Clarence Hales is listed on the 1920 census, living in a house on Park Avenue, though the address is unlisted, thus 

it is unknown if he ever lived in this house. He is listed as living with his wife Sarah and her children from another 

marriage.  He worked as a miner. He sold the house just one year after he purchased it, with the next owner being 

Anna Kopp. 

 

Anna Kopp lived at 613 Park Avenue at the time of the 1930 census. She was a widow at that time, and made a 

living managing properties, including this house, which was rented out to Ernest Strong during that year. Anna 

Kopp also managed her late husband’s ore hauling business, and was a prominent member of Park City in that era. 

Ernest Strong lived in the house in 1930, with his wife Levada and his father John. Levada worked as a waitress in 

a restaurant in town, but nothing else is known of them. The house did not appear on the 1940 census, indicating 

that it was vacant at that time. Anna Kopp sold the house in 1940, and it is currently owned by John Plunkett and 

Barbara Kuhr. 
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PHOTOS 

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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557 Park Avenue. Northeast oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
557 Park Avenue. East elevation. November 2013. 
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557 Park Avenue. Southeast oblique. November 2013. 
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