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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Helen Franklin House      

Address: 602 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1905     City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown    Tax Number: PC-119      

Current Owner: Patricia Anna Swanson (trustee)  

Legal Description (include acreage): ALL LOT 32 BLK 8 PARK CITY SURVEYRWD 246-389-387 M4-300-299 

M92-91 335-704 584-221 992-190 1341-1245PATRICIA ANNA SWANSON TRUSTEE OF THE PATRICIA ANNA 

SWANSON IRREVOCABLE TRUST; 0.04 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints: 1995 & 2006  tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: “Hall-Parlor” house          

No. Stories: 1.5     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Narrow wood slat siding     

Foundation: Not visible and therefore its materials cannot be verified      

Roof: Asphalt shingle          

Windows/Doors: Visible windows are 6-over-6 double hung windows in wood frames     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

602 Park is a hall-parlor type house that has undergone some modifications. The hall-parlor is one of the three 

main house types built during the historic Park City mining era and, of those three, was the earliest, mostly 

occurring in the beginning of that time period. The truncated side gable roof is sheathed with composition shingles. 

The roof was raised to the rear of the house to create a half story; this is evident by the break in the roofline where 

the addition begins. The walls are clad with wood slat siding, which was beginning to fall into disrepair in the 2006 

photo, but has since been repaired and repainted. The windows on the primary façade are two six-over-one double 

hung sash types, arranged symmetrically, with the door being centered. There are several multi-pane windows 

spread across the side of the house, with some being casements and some sliders. Another major alteration is to 

the porch, where the thick square columns shown in the c. 1940 tax photo have been replaced by slender lathe 
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turned posts, with a similar turned balustrade on the sides of the porch area. Decorative brackets top the posts, 

and the porch is covered by a gable extension of the roof. There is a large covered deck on the rear of the house 

that is not noted on any previous resources indicating that it was either recently built or went unnoticed in previous 

surveys. Previous tax card drawings show a smaller rear porch area, but this was either removed or added to. The 

foundation can be seen in the rear of the house, and is concrete. Though the essential form of the house remains, 

the overall changes to the form and materiality have diminished its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

This house was built sometime between 1900 and 1907, judging from the Sanborn Insurance maps from those 

years. A dwelling existed on the site before, seen on the 1889 Sanborn map, but it was either demolished, or 

possibly burned down in the fire of 1898. The owner during the time of construction was Hellen Franklin. She is 

recorded on the 1900 census, at which time she was living on Park Avenue, though it is unknown if it was in this 

house, due to the lack of addresses on that census. No other information could be found on her. The property 

transferred to her daughter, Christina Cunningham, in 1924. 

 

Christina Cunningham appears on the 1920 census, living with her husband John and their four children, in a 

neighboring house, 606 Park Avenue. John worked as a salesman in the hardware industry, and owned and 

operated the J.P. Cunningham and Sons hardware store from 1927 to 1937.  

 

The property was occupied by George Cunningham and his family during the 1930 census. George was a son of 

John and Christina, and worked in his father’s hardware store at that time. He rented the house from his father, but 

nothing else is known of him or his family. 

 

The property was transferred to John and Christina’s daughter, Madeline Cunningham Langford, in 1937. The 

1940 census records record that she was living there with her husband Wilfred and their three children at that time. 

The census states that they were renting the house at this time, though the title history states that they owned it. 

Wilfred worked as an operator at a printing office. They owned the house for many more years, and it is currently 

owned by Patricia Swanson, who may be related to the Langford’s, though exactly how is unknown. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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602 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
602 Park Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 
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602 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 
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