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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): James Kescel House      

Address: 614 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1905      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-116      

Current Owner: SFT Ventures LLC  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 29 BLK 8 PARK CITY SURVEY M64-74GQC-40 IQC-294 M56-225 M98-

242 M103-807 442-76 445-249 592-452 786-363 1688-592 2043-975; 0.04 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints: 1995 & 2006  tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Modified “L” cottage or “T” cottage          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop-novelty wood siding where there was once brick; upper gable is of patterned shingles. 

Wooden porch supports, railing, and details.     

Foundation: : Not visible and therefore its material cannot be verified       

Roof: Wooden shingles         

Windows/Doors: Possible original picture window with transom above on front elevation porch (unable to 

verify based on photos alone.) Visible doors are of wood, with decorative lower horizontal panels beneath 

a larger upper panel of glazing.     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

614 Park is a T/L cottage that has undergone many cosmetic changes. The T/L cottage, also known as a cross-

wing, is one of the main three types of houses built during the historic Park City mining era.  Several minor formal 

changes have been made to the house, including the addition of a brick chimney on the side of the cross-wing 

where the porch meets the house and the expansion or renovation of the porch to make it wider. The cross gable 

roof is sheathed with wooden shingles and has three gable dormers on the north side of the roof. These dormers 

were not present in the c. 1940 tax photo and were added by the 1995 photo. The house is clad with wooden drop 

siding, which replaced the bricktex siding described in the 1978 Site Information form. That bricktex siding may be 
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the same as is shown in the early tax photo, but this is unconfirmed. The upper gable is clad with fishscale shingles 

and decorated with barge boards. The windows all appear to be fixed panes, with a large vertically oriented 

window in the front gable end. Three windows are set in each dormer, and additional triple windows are found 

along the north wall including in the protruding bays. The door is an ornate frame and panel door with a large upper 

light. The porch is covered by a hip roof that begins just below the main roof and is supported by lathe turned posts 

with decorative spindlework stretching between. A simple balustrade stretches between the lower parts of the 

posts. Decorative woodwork lines the gable. All of the decorative details have been added since the c. 1940 photo, 

which shows a very plain house with very little ornamentation. Though the original structure may not have exhibited 

some of the details present today, the elements are akin to those found in other Park City homes of that era. The 

overall form and materiality of the building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

This house was built sometime between 1900 and 1907, judging from the Sanborn Insurance maps from those 

years. It is likely that the house was owned by James Kescel at that time. James Kescel was involved in mining 

during his thirty one years of living in Park City, including being superintendent of the Judge Mill, and was also 

involved in several of the social organizations. He moved away from Park City to Monroe, New York sometime 

before 1912. The property was decreed to Evva Zink in 1921. 

 

 No information could be found on Evva Zink, but it appears that she could have rented the house out, as it was 

occupied by Thomas Reese and his family during the 1920 census. Thomas worked as a barber, and lived in the 

house with his wife Amelia and their five children. By the time of the 1930 census, the house was being rented by 

Charles Thomas, his wife Drucilla, and their two daughters. Charles was a blacksmith for a mine at that time. By 

1937, the house had gone up for a tax sale and was purchased by Charles. He and his family continued to live in 

the house at the time of the 1940 census, at which time he was working as a policeman for the city. The property 

stayed in their family for many years, but was eventually sold in 1977. It is currently owned by SFT Ventures LLC. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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614 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
614 Park Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 

 

 
614 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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