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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Joseph S. Willis House      

Address: 1062 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1922      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: SA-358    

Current Owner: 1062 Park Ave LLC  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOTS 13 & 14 BLK 55 SNYDERS ADDITION M123-781 330-295 555-150 

830-358 864-314 1323-48 1445-1467 1515-1567 1809-205 1833-427; 0.09 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

          7/12/1984 - Mining Boom Era Residences Thematic District 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Bungalow type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Not verified      

Roof: Gable roof form         

Windows/Doors: Paired and single double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 1062 Park Avenue was described in a 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“This house is a one story frame bungalow with a gable roof. Park City's bungalows, although they vary in form, 

generally have hip or clipped gable roofs and narrow lap siding. This bungalow, however, stands apart from the 

extant examples of Park City bungalows. It more closely resembles a type of bungalow that was more common to 

towns such as Salt Lake and Provo, than the type of bungalows that was built in Park City. The full width front 

porch under an extension of the low pitch, broad gable roof, the roof overhang with exposed rafters, and the 

supporting brackets under the roof edge are elements that are typical of the Craftsman bungalow. There are no 

other Park City bungalows which in any way resemble the Craftsman bungalow. It is also one of only two 

bungalows included in this nomination which were built of drop siding. Narrow lap siding was the preferred building 

material during the period in which Park City's bungalows were built. Instead of having a balustrade, the porch area 

was enclosed by a low wall of drop siding. There is a small shed roof extension attached at right angles at the rear 
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of the south side of the building. Judging by the type of siding and window, it is a recent addition. Although intrusive 

it does not change the character of the building. This house is the only extant bungalow in Park City that reflects 

the Craftsman influence. Although its original integrity has been compromised by the addition, it still maintains it 

original character.” 

 

No major changes have been made since the time of this description. While the bungalow was not one of the main 

three house types built during the historic Park City mining era, it was still common during that time period. The 

house was listed to the National Register as a result of the mentioned nomination form. The overall form and 

materiality of the building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

The history of this house was briefly described in the 1984 National register nomination form as follows: 

 

“Built c. 1922, the Joseph S. Willis House at 1062 Park is architecturally significant as one of 18 extant bungalows 

in Park City, eight of which are included in this nomination. The bungalow is the major Park City house type that 

was built between 1907 and 1929, the end of the mining boom period, and significantly contributes to the 

character of the residential area. 

 

In 1922, Joseph S. Willis purchased this parcel of land, which had previously been included in a larger parcel, and, 

as indicated by his mortgage of that same year, probably built this house. Willis, about whom nothing is known, 

owned this property until 1928, when he sold it to Adolph Newman. The house was purchased by H. Kenneth 

Gibson in 1931 and has remained in the Gibson family up to the present.” 

Further research has uncovered more information regarding the early owners of this house. Joseph Willis (or 

Willes) married Helen Mar Evans in 1921. He took out a mortgage on the property in 1922, making that the most 

likely year of construction. A newspaper article seems to indicate that they had moved to Salt Lake City by 1926, 

and it is unknown if they ever lived in this house. It was sold in 1928 to Adolph Newman. 

 

Adolph Newman appears on the 1930 census, living in this house with his wife Olive, and their four children. He 

was born in Germany, and immigrated to the United States in 1919. He worked as a laborer for a silver mine. They 

sold the house in 1931 to H. Kenneth Gibson and moved to Salt Lake. 
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Henry Kenneth Gibson appears on the 1940 census, living at 1102 Park Avenue with his wife Hannah and their 

three children. He worked as a utility man for a mining company. It appears that they used this house as an income 

property, as the house was rented out to Reed Thompson and his family during the 1940 census. Reed worked as 

a miner. 

 

The house stayed in the Gibson family until it was sold in 1994, and is currently owned by 1062 Park Ave LLC. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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1062 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
1062 Park Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 

 



10 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 
1062 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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