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729 Rossie Hill Drive, historically 652 Rossie Hill Drive 
 
 
 

 
IDENTIFICATION 

 

Property Name (if any): Jack M. Murdock House 
 

Address: 
 

Date of Construction: c. 1895  City, County: Park  City, Summit County, Utah 
 

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown Tax Number: LHES-1 
 

Current Owner: Richard Dennis, Pamela Smith, and  Paula  Bond 

Legal Description (include acreage): 14TH HOUSE S SIDE  DEER  VALLEY IN PARK  CITY  (ASSUMED TO BE 

LOCATED IN THE NW1/4 SW1/4 OF SEC  15 T2SR4E SLBM) IQC-575 M3-27-28 720-790 1849-1476 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: T/L cottage type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Not verified, likely wooden sills or no foundation      

Roof: Cross-wing roof form sheathed in asphalt shingles         

Windows/Doors: Single and paired double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 652 Rossie Hill Drive was described in a 1984 national register nomination form as follows: 

 

“This house is a one story frame T/L cottage with a gable roof. A hip roof porch supported on lathe turned piers 

spans the north side of the stem-wing. A window and door open into the stem-wing. A second door opens off the 

porch into the east side of the cross-wing. A pair of windows, each with its own pedimental window head, is 

centered on the gable end of the cross-wing. There is a single window on both the east and west sides of the 

house. All of the windows are the one over one light double hung sash type. A small, half story shed extension is 

attached to the rear of the house which complements it in scale and materials. It may be original, but whether 

original or not, in-period rear additions and extensions are part of Park City's architectural vocabulary. Although in 

many cases an addition represents a major alteration of the original house, it usually contributes to the significance 
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of a house because it documents the most common and acceptable method of expansion of the small Park City 

house. The building is unaltered, is in good condition, and therefore maintains its original integrity.” 

 

The house remains as described. It appears to be vacant and is in a state of disrepair. The overall form and 

materiality of the building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

The history of this house was detailed in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“Built c. 1895, the Jack M. Murdock House at 652 Rossie Hill Drive is architecturally significant as one of 78 extant 

T/L cottages in Park City, 17 of which are included in this nomination. The T/L cottage is one of the three most 

common house types built during the early period of Park City's mining boom era, and significantly contributes to 

the character of the residential area. 

 

The date of construction and the name of the original owner of this house are unknown, but it is estimated that it 

was probably built in the 1890s, the years of greatest popularity of the T/L cottage house type in Park City. The 

ownership records for this property are very sketchy, making it virtually impossible to determine who the original 

owner of the house was and when it was built. The 1910 census records, which were the first to identify the 

addresses of the households surveyed, show that the owner-occupant of this house at that time was Jack M. 

Murdock. Murdock was born in Utah in 1877, married in 1904, and worked as a miner. He did not show up in the 

1900 census records as a resident of a house in this area, so he apparently bought this house between 1900 and 

1910, and was probably not the original owner. It is unknown how long the Murdocks lived here.  

 

In the late 1920s or early 1930s this house was purchased by William Wood, father and grandfather of the current 

owners Wood lived in this house and rented out the three neighboring houses, which he had also purchased (623 

Deer Valley Road, and 622 and 660 Rossie Hill Drive). 

 

The address given in the census, 664 Deer Valley Road, is the same as that given for this house on the 1907 

Sanborn Insurance Map, so it can be reasonably assumed that they are the same house.”  
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Further research has revealed that while the houses are owned by Richard Dennis (grandson of William Wood), the 

land was owned by the BLM as of 2012, and may still be, though he is making efforts to clear the title. This explains 

the lack of information regarding the ownership history of this house. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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652 Rossie Hill Drive. Northeast oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
652 Rossie Hill Drive. North elevation. November 2013. 
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652 Rossie Hill Drive. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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