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PCMC WATER SYSTEM – CORROSION PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS: 
 

PCMC HAS EXPERIENCED EXTERNAL CORROSION OF WATER DISTRIBUTION MATERIALS IN VARYING 
DEGREES THROUGHOUT THE CITY.  TO MAXIMIZE THE LIFE CYCLE OF WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, AS 
IMPACTED BY THE IMMEDIATE SITE CONDITIONS AND THE SELECTION OF MATERIALS, THE CITY HAS 
IDENTIFIED KEY DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS. 
 

1. FOR PROJECTS WITH LESS THAN 300 FEET OF NEW WATER PIPE AND APPURTENANCES, 

CORROSION PROTECTION SHALL BE ADDRESSED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: 
a. IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIRED POLYETHYLENE WRAP, APPLY A WAX TAPE COATING SYSTEM TO 

VALVE BONNET BOLTS,SADDLES, CORP STOPS, STAINLESS REPAIR CLAMPS AND ALL OTHER 
BURIED BOLTS, NUTS, CONNECTORS, RESTAINER GLAND BOLTS, AND COUPLING HARDWARE, AWWA 
C217.  COATING SYSTEM TO INCLUDE A 4-MIL MINIMUM WAX TAPE PRIMER, FILLER MATERIAL, 45-MIL 
MINIMUM WAX TAPE AND PROTECTIVE OUTER WRAP. WHEN WAX TAPING A STAINLESS CLAMP THE 
ENTIRE CLAM SHOULD BE WRAPPED NOT JUST BOLTS. 

b. WAX TAPE COATING MATERIALS: 
i. DENSO NORTH AMERICA DENSO PRIMER, DENSYL TAPE AND/OR MASTIC, DENSO FIBER-WRAP   
ii. TRENTON PRIMER, #1 WAX-TAPE, AND GUARD-WRAP  
iii. OR APPROVED EQUAL (SUBMITTAL TO CITY AND WRITTEN APPROVAL REQUIRED PRIOR TO 

INSTALLATION) 
 

2. FOR PROJECTS EXCEEDING 300 FEET OF NEW WATER PIPE AND APPURTENANCES, CORROSION 

PROTECTION SHALL BE ADDRESSED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: 

a. THE DEVELOPER AND ITS’ DESIGN ENGINEER, GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER, AND CORROSION 
CONSULTANT SHALL PROVIDE A SITE SPECIFIC “CORROSION STUDY REPORT”.  THE REPORT SHALL 
INCORPORATE PROJECT SPECIFIC FINDINGS INTO CORROSION PROTECTION RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR THE PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS.  THE REPORT SHALL INCLUDE AT A MINIMUM 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

i. DETAILED INFORMATION ON EXISTING CONDITIONS, SOIL TYPES, CLASSIFICATION, ETC. 

ii. IDENTIFICATION OF STRAY CURRENT SOURCES AND ANY EXISTING CORROSION PROTECTION 
SYSTEMS IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA 

iii. IDENTIFICATION OF ANY POTENTIAL FOR HOT SPOTS OR VARYING SOIL CONDITIONS THAT 
MAY WARRANT CHANGES TO THE CORROSION PROTECTION PLAN DURING CONSTRUCTION. 

iv. FIELD SAMPLING AND TESTING RESULTS WITHIN THE PROPOSED PIPE ZONE BASED ON 
REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLING OF THE DEVELOPMENT AREA CONDITIONS 

v. SOIL RESISTIVITY TESTING RESULTS IDENTIFYING CORROSIVE SOIL CONDITIONS AND 
LOCATIONS  (WENNER 4-PIN SOIL RESISTIVITY TESTS AND SOIL BOX RESISTIVITY TESTS) AT 
REPRESENTATIVE PIPE INSTALL DEPTHS 

vi. LABORATORY ANALYSIS OF SOIL SAMPLES FOR PH, CHLORIDES, SULFATES, TOTAL SALTS, 
AND CONDUCTIVITY 

vii. DETERMINATION OF THE NEED FOR CORROSION PROTECTION BASED ON SOIL CORROSIVITY 
CLASSIFICATION/SOIL RESISTIVITY AND RECOMMENDATION OF SUITABLE PIPE, 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS, PIPE PROTECTION METHOD, PIPE EXTERIOR COATINGS, ETC., 
BASED ON SITE CORROSIVITY. SEE TABLE BELOW.  

viii. SPECIFY IF THE INVESTIGATION INCLUDES ONLY THE INITIAL PHASE OR ALL FUTURE PHASES 
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b. FOLLOWING PCMC’S RECEIPT AND REVIEW OF THE CORROSION STUDY REPORT, THE DEVELOPER 
WILL BE NOTIFIED OF THE CITY’S DETERMINATION AS TO REQUIRED PROTECTION OR THE DESIGN 
TEAM WILL BE REQUESTED TO MEET AND REVIEW THE FINDINGS AND ESTABLISH THE FINAL WATER 
SYSTEM DESIGN CRITERIA. THE CITY’S REVIEW WILL BE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING TABLE 1: 

 

TABLE 1 - SOIL CORROSIVITY CLASSIFICATION VERSUS SOIL RESISTIVITY 

  

c. REFER TO PERTINENT PCMC WATER STANDARD PLANS OR PROVIDE CONSTRUCTION DRAWING 
DETAILS ASSOCIATED WITH CORROSION STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS AND THE PCMC FINAL 
APPROVED WATER SYSTEM 

 

WAX TAPE INSTALLATION PROCEDURES 

WIRE BRUSH AND SCRAPE THE SURFACE CLEAN OF DIRT, LOOSE COATING AND LOOSE RUST. APPLY A 
THIN FILM OF WAX-TAPE® PRIMER. IF THE SURFACE IS WET, COLD OR RUSTY, RUB AND PRESS ON 
PRIMER TO DISPLACE MOISTURE AND ENSURE ADHESION. THEN WRAP WAX-TAPE WRAP USING A 1″ 
OVERLAP. ON STRAIGHT PIPE APPLY SLIGHT TENSION TO ENSURE CONTACT WITH SURFACE. ON 
IRREGULAR SURFACES ALLOW SLACK SO THE WRAP CAN BE MOLDED INTO CONFORMITY. IN EITHER 
CASE, PRESS AND FORM THE WRAP SO THERE ARE NO AIR POCKETS OR VOIDS UNDER THE WRAP. 
ALSO, PRESS AND SMOOTH OUT THE LAP SEAMS TO ENSURE THEY ARE SEALED AND APPLY 
OUTERWRAP. THE WRAP DOES NOT REQUIRE CURING OR DRYING TIME SO IT CAN BE BACKFILLED 
IMMEDIATELY.  

CORROSIVITY RESISTIVITY, OHM-CM TREATMENT 

EXTREMELY CORROSIVE LESS THAN 1,000 SITE SPECIFIC DESIGN REQUIRED 

VERY CORROSIVE 1,000 TO 3,000 SITE SPECIFIC DESIGN REQUIRED 

CORROSIVE 3,000 TO 6,000 
NON-METALLIC PIPE – WAX TAPE COATING SYSTEM ON BOLTS 
& NUTS, ANODE PROTECTED FITTINGS AND VALVES 

MODERATELY CORROSIVE 6,000 TO 10,000 
NON-METALLIC PIPE - WAX TAPE COATING SYSTEM ON BOLTS 
AND NUTS ON PIPE, FITTINGS, AND VALVES 

MILDLY CORROSIVE MORE THAN 10,000 

WAX TAPE COATING SYSTEM  ON BOLTS AND NUTS ON PIPE, 
FITTINGS, AND VALVES 

*ALWAYS REQUIRED UNLESS SOILS TESTING IS PROVIDED 










































